
M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

July 6, 2004 
5:30 P.M. 

Council Chambers 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz. Council Members Koch, Jorgenson, Pacholl, 
Christopherson, Nordin, Chamberlain, Council Member-at-
Large Goodnature 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT:          Post Bulletin and Austin Daily Herald. Public.  Mower 

County Commissioners Garry Ellingson and Dave Hillier.  
Paul Stenhjem.  Public. 

 
 
Two items were added to the agenda:  Presentation of the Nation of One Art Award to 
Paul Stenhjem, and a resolution for engineering services for design work for relocation of 
electrical power lines and grading/paving of runway extension at the Austin Municipal 
Airport. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving 
the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
A correction was requested to the minutes of June 21 to strike ‘Council Member Pacholl’ 
from the record on and change it to ‘Council Member Christopherson’.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Koch, 
approving the minutes of the June 21, 2004 council meeting, as amended.  Carried. 
 
Mower County Commissioners Garry Ellingson and Dave Hillier presented the County’s 
position on the elected vs. appointed positions of County Treasurer, County Recorder, 
and County Auditor.  Commissioner Ellingson said this item was brought up years ago.  
The current policy of electing officials provides for no formal training.  Eighty-seven 
counties in Minnesota have some form of appointing their officials.  The problem with 
elected officials, said Ellingson, is that there is little authority over them.  The County 
hopes to create a “Lands Records Office”, uniting the offices of treasurer, recorder, 
auditor and assessor.  Ellingson said most people go to all four windows anyway.  
Ellingson said there would also be a cost savings, although now it is hard to put an exact 
amount on it.  The State actually allows two ways to change from appointed to elected 
officials; the Mower County Board has opted to let the voters decide.  Commissioner 
Hillier said he likes the word “hire” rather than “appoint”, as that would require 
screening for the best possible candidate(s) for the job.  Hillier said there would be one 
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department head and three supervisors, with support staff being “cross-trained”.  The 
County is working with an outside consultant to create new job descriptions.   
 
Paul Stenhjem presented his winning art piece from the Nation Of One festival, a 
photograph entitled “Winter In Todd Park”.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Koch, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 

 
Food:  Walgreen Co., 1420 Oakland Avenue, Austin 
           Danny’s, 613 10th Drive SE, Austin 
Cigarette:  Walgreen Co., 1420 Oakland Avenue, Austin 
Temporary liquor:  Hormel Historic Home, 208 Fourth Avenue – Sept 20-21 
Temporary liquor:  Riverland Community College, 1900 8th Avenue NW – Aug. 14 
Consume & Display:  Danny’s, 613 10th Drive SE, Austin 
Novelty Machine Premise:  Danny’s, 613 10th Drive SE, Austin 
   
Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Janice Fleiner, 400 21st Street NW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 
c. Samantha Matejcek, 1000 9th Street SE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for final plat approval of Austin Business Park.  Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium requested the following minor plat revisions for 
conditions of approval to the final plat: 
1) Reconfiguration of outlot A 
2) 15-foot-wide easements adjacent to public right-of-way of 27th Avenue NW between 

Hwy 218N and 11th Street NW for utilities 
3) 20-foot by 50-foot easement southeast of intersection of 27th Avenue NW and 11th 

Street NW for utilities 
4) Relocation of north property line of Outlot B with addition of 40-foot-wide easement 

for future infrastructure, and 
5) Easements adjacent to public right-of-ways of 11th Street NW and 26th Avenue NW 

changed from 15 feet to 10 feet in width. 
 
The City Council and Planning Commission have previously approved the plat’s 
boundaries and right-of-ways. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the final plat with all conditions.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, resolving 
the City Council into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 541.8-square-foot variance from City Code governing the 
minimum lot area of 6000 square feet for parcels located in an R-1 Single Family 
Residence District, requested by Hai Nguyen Luong.  The public hearing was continued 
from the previous council meeting.  Since then, the petitioner has withdrawn her request 
due to what would result in“limitations of buildable area.” 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Koch, to deny the 
ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
adjourning the Board of Adjustments and Appeals and resolving back into the City 
Council.  Carried. 
 
The Wastewater Treatment Plant is being required to upgrade its biosolids facility.  
Currently there are three open lagoons which must be removed.  Storage tanks will be 
built to replace the lagoons.  A feasibility report has been prepared.  The projected cost of 
the project is $5.8M to $6.8M.  The project must be completed by October 2005.  The 
Engineering Department hopes to bid the project this fall, construction of the project 
during the winter, and have the project completed by the end of October 2005.  The 
Engineering Department will be holding a public informational meeting with the 
neighbors to discuss the potential sites.  Bolton-Menk has submitted a proposal for the 
design services, with a cost not to exceed $250,000.  That amount is 4% of the capital 
costs.  The two possible sites include a land trade with St. Mark’s or the vacation of 
South Main Street between 12th and 16th Streets.   
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the consultant for the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
biosolids project.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
In a lengthy effort to service 10th Drive SE and Belleman’s Addition with sewer and 
water services, Mower County finally opted to service only the Belleman’s Addition due 
to the number of objections they received.  The City then looked into servicing 10th Drive 
SE and bidding for this project was included in with the Belleman’s Addition and was 
done by the County.  Servicing for 10th Drive SE affected 19 parcels; 11 written 
objections were received at the assessment hearing.  Public Works Director Jon Erichson 
said four property owners definitely want sewer and water hook-up, while three property 
owners could go either way.  Assessment costs range from approximately $20,000 to 
$35,000, with an average of $25,000 per parcel.  Mr. Erichson said it would be unlikely 
to prove benefit in a court of law with the number of objections received.  Dropping the 
10th Drive project would not preclude the county’s Belleman’s project to proceed.  Mr. 
Erichson recommends dropping the project.   
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Council Member Pacholl questioned the recent correspondence from James Bennett, who 
compared the risk of the 10th Drive project to the Cook Farm project.  Mr. Erichson said 
there is a difference:  With 10th Drive, we know what the costs will be, we proposed the 
assessments, but the property owners do not want it.  With the Cook Farm project, we 
own the property, and we will be assessing ourselves.  Mr. Erichson did agree with 
Bennett’s supposition that the opposers of the 10th Drive project will change their minds 
over time as he has seen this happen recently with the 8th Avenue NW (Norman Park 
Addition) sewer and water project.  Mr. Erichson said the City could try helping three 
and possibly four of the property owners.  These would require easements.  The fourth 
property may require a low pressure pumping station.   
 
Council Member Koch questioned what the effect, then, would be on a potential judicial 
center located in the area.  Mr. Erichson said all of the development would require a lift 
station.  He has planned for a lift station that would accommodate growth.  Mr. Erichson 
said the City would maintain the Belleman’s Addition lift station at no cost to the 
Belleman’s Addition property owners.   
 
Council Member Goodnature questioned Mr. Erichson on his recommendation, asking if 
he would feel differently if a justice center would be built in the area.  Mr. Erichson said 
potentially yes as it could drive the costs lower.  Council Member Goodnature said this 
project might be more inviting in the future; it may not be a bad thing to turn down now.  
Mr. Erichson said he sees three potential sites for the judicial center, and two of the three 
would require use of the system on 10th Drive.  The project at hand must be decided on 
now, however, as the bids are only good for 90 days.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
recommended trying to solve problems for three, possible four of the property owners in 
a way which would be compatible with any long range plan. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, to 
discontinue the 10th Drive SE sewer and water project, and to try to provide hook-up to 
three, possibly four property owners by other means.  6-1.  Carried.  Council Member 
Nordin voted nay. 
 
One June 29, the City received seven bids for the Central Garage project.  Immediately 
after the bidding process, Wagner Construction declared a large mistake in calculations 
and provided written documentation.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said that by law, they 
can be allowed to withdraw, which they are requesting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, allowing 
Wagner Construction to withdraw their bid.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 2101 7th Avenue NE, Laurence Anderson 
property.   Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Koch, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 
illegally stored vehicles at 1701 5th Avenue NW, Russell Norris property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 607 11th Street SW, Traci Lacore property.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Koch, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 
illegally stored vehicles at 203 6th Street NW, Todd Nolta property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
illegally stored vehicles at 1001 23rd Avenue SW, Scott Paukner property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1007 5th Avenue NE, Mike Karnes property,  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 607 3rd Avenue NW, Wade Drees property.  
Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium said no action was required for 1303 W. 
Oakland Avenue, owned by Jennifer Lomack as the situation has been resolved. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, 
approving the street closing for Downtown Crazy Day on Tuesday, July 20, 2004.  
Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium requested a vacation of a portion of 27th 
Avenue NW located within Austin Business Park.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution relating to the vacation of public right-of-way, Austin Business 
Park.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution granting 3.2 beer on-sale and 3.2 beer off-sale licenses to Warren 
and Jannette Hegna dba Danny’s, 613 10th Drive SE.  7-0.  Carried. 
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The City of Austin will receive a $2.7M grant for the Austin Municipal Airport.  That is 
95% total cost of the project, which Public Works Director Jon Erichson said is more 
than the normal 90%.  One condition is that the bid be awarded by August 1.  
 
REPORTS: 
 
City Administrator Jim Hurm reported that the Transit Board has officially held its first 
meeting.  The first order of its business was to change the name to Austin/Mower County 
Area Transit (AMCAT).  The County transferred authority to the Joint Powers Board on 
July 1.  The Joint Powers Board Agreements have been signed. 
 
The League of Minnesota Regional Meeting will be held in Rochester on August 5 from 
2:00 to 8:30. 
 
There will be no City Planning Commission meeting for the month of July. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said the recent rains have significantly impacted – slowed – 
the department’s projects.  The airport project is in full force.  Currently the Cook Farm 
project is at a standstill.  A new method is being used on the 16th Avenue SW project.  
1200 feet will be bored rather than a trench dug.   
 
Parks and Rec Director Denny Maschka said the Park and Rec Board will leave the Boy 
Scout granite rock in Sutton Park until they decide who will move it and why. 
 
A Bicycle Committee meeting was set for Monday, July 12 at 4:00.   
 
The Mower County League of Municipalities next meeting will be July 15.  The 
Coalition conference is July 28-30. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adjourning the meeting to July19, 2004. 
 
Adjourned:   6:54 p.m.  
 
Approved:    July 19, 2004   
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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